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the distresses and vexations that encompass him, as dust
scattered in his path, as a blast that chills him for a mo-
ment, and passes off for ever.

Such wisdom, arising from the comparison of a part
with the whole of our existence, those that want it most
cannot possibly obtain from philosophy; nor, unless the
method of education, and the general tenour of life are
changed, will very easily receive it from religion. The
bulk of mankind is not likely to be very wise or very good;
and I know not, whether there are not many states of life,
in which all knowledge, less than the highest wisdom, will
produce discontent and danger. I believe it may be
sometimes found, that a little learniny is, to a poor man, a
dangerous thing. But such is the condition of humanity,
that we easily see, or quickly feel the wrong, but cannot
always distinguish the right. Whatever knowledge is su-
perfluous, in irremediable poverty, is hurtful, but the diffi-
culty is to determine when poverty is irremediable, and at
what point superfluity begins. Gross ignorance every man
has found equally dangerous with perverted knowledge.
Men, left wholly to their appetites and their instincts,
with little sense of moral or religious obligation, and with
very faint distinctions of right and wrong, can never be
safely employed, or confidently trusted; they can be honest
only by obstinacy, and diligent only by compulsion or ca-
price. Some instruction, therefore, is necessary, and much,
perhaps, may be dangerous.

Though it should be granted, that those who are lorn to
poverty and drudgery, should not be deprived, by an im-
proper education, of the opiate of ignorance; even this-
concession will not be of much use to direct our practice,
unless it be determined, who are those that are born to
poverty. To entail irreversible poverty upon generation
after generation, only because the ancestor happened to
be poor, is, in itself, cruel, if not unjust, and is wholly con-
trary to the maxims of a commercial nation, which always
suppose and promote a rotation of property, and offer
every individual a chance of mending his condition by his